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. The answer to the 3 compound guestions pesed in Depsrtment’s £-98 sze Bt
forth in this Despateh. m@ep'@ when indieceted othervise, they re;;re@eet views

. mcepmhle to Militery .&tmheg ?@lﬁti@@l @fﬁ.@@r spfl the Chergd.
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In the first place there iz no dissgreement on the good prospects for stability
in Nicaragua during the next & to 6 mombhs. ‘me diversity of views which does azise
imvolves different evaluations,-or @ifferent emphasis givea to certain factors, of =
the current situation which affeet the speculetion om developments during the mext - |
2, 6 or 12 years. They also imvolve differenmt cpinions on the mature and possible
significance of certain current trepds which cam only be properly evelusted later.

In particular, one officer believes thal Fresgident Luls emd the Natiomal Egibeml
Party bave 8 true popularity repressmted by ‘the feasure of the vote. Amother
officer feels thnt from long usege aud mem 1&@1& ef e&n@am@@; the mmss @f the
Nicaragusn population does not feel it expedient to vote agpinst any Goverament im
power for feer of some form of me’b@ii@timo Ee therefore feels that emy coumt of
vote does nct express the real opimion of the msfority of the pecple st this time.
Pmeeeding from this basis, he feels that menmy pecople in the country comnsider that

the only vy to get any party out of power is thwough viciemee propagated by am
opposition. Amother officer feels that the very neme of Comservetive is & bamdicep
apd that the Conservative Parby GrOups m@e e@, almoet impossible task in endeavorimg
0 build up smy really sstisfactory strength in the coumbry. Consequently, he Tesls
t«h@b a mimmnm of 12 years and p@e@ﬁ@hr mu@h more is nRCESEBrY. :

1. Hatiomsl Liberal Party Iesdership. There is clear evidence thet Fresi-
dent Luis SOMDZA is definitely end effectively the bead of the Nebiomsl Liberal
P@rtyg at present. Dr. Oscsr SEVILLA SACASA, Avbasesdor Guillermo SEVILIA SACRSS
end Dr. Lule Mawsuel DEPAYLE in gemmwle@g sl other high-renking members of the

mz’!zy in charge will do vhat President Luis wishes. However, there is doubt im the
‘mind of one officer that President Iais will be allowed by the @‘ézhez? lesders of his
party t0 go so far with his ovn ideas 88 5o Hesken the “iron Bapd® hevetofere
utilized to keep the Fatficmal Liberal Pavty in pover. In obher words this officer
feels that President Iails mey well £ind it impossible teo carry out some projecis

whick would cthervwise be desirvable in orier %o Li%ial&e the tigﬁt coptrel [ |
mmtained by the Farty over the coumtry. o
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’ We foresee no serious cleavages within the pa.r&y a,rising eut uf the @emio
nation of the trials or from the elections. As a matter of fact the election
. results should materfall; -strengthen the positicn of the President s -Hegfl of
the Party for the next month or so. Certein cleavages will develop as vericus
Mmg politicians in the Liberal Party begin to work activély towerd estsb-
1ishing a position which would permit one of them to succeéd President Iuis.
These ¢leavages are not apt to become serious unless Pmsidemb iuis fails to
carry out his intention of specﬂ.fica,uy aelectmg e.na grooming someont
bis pla;ceo SR

It is. hﬁ.ghly unl:lkely tmt any aeri@us divergence of ap . develcp
within the Paxtyiiover policy. It 48 also unlikely that’ any - sericus differeme
will develop over division of the spoils which in eéffect were detsrmined to e
large degree in advance of the election. The differences of opinicn which might

- ayise will be ettrihutable $0 the ‘individual @esires o persapal adven:ement--
particularly to the wishes to those gelfsappointed candidatess<and to . Jifferent
views on political tactics.  We do na'—b gee tha,t thele cleevagea wm develep ﬁo
aseﬂom degree within thenextyear :

ﬂhe Preﬁident ntates tha.t the pane:lec of hin father &nd particmrly thoge

. set forth in the Party platform (Embdes 176, Ocet. 9, 1956) 111 prevail end be
carried out by limself and the Rationgl Libem Party. Hone of thege policies
will tend to wesken the so-called “Iron hand.*” The only major item President Luis
intends adding to this program is that he ﬂ.smtoseekmnmm Legislation.
He feels that he will have no trouble isplementing this decieicn. The Anbassador

- and the Counselor and Political Officer concur in this view. It is in this ares,
however, that there is a distinct porsidbility that such 1esu1ation con be a tm&
to the cloae eentrol of the counbry exemueﬁ by the Mya SR

fﬂ:e d.anger aﬁsms frem lesz i‘avombh eeanmi.e co:ﬂitions cm@t now arise '
. until the prospects for next season‘s harvest become more clear mext f£ail.: The
|~ dapger represents & threat not so much £o the leadership within the matiem.l 1iberal.
. v Party as it does to the mafotenance by the Party of its predominsnt position im
the country. The effect will be noticeable in terme of dissatisfaction with the
Bational Liberal Party and in the development..of some. mass support for the oppe-
sition. The reaction of the Rational Guerd leaders to-a resurgence of Cmemm‘m
..:lstxmath, ? 4t should develop, wm be an- imox*tant qmsuono X

N H&th reference te the mmml amrd, 11: 15 perbﬂnent to m;d:.e mt seae 2‘7 :
7 high-renking officers are gchelukd for mtimnt, -due to age or length of servias, . -
< duping the curient calendar year and that 32 &re due-for retirement during 1958,
Thus, for the first time in some years, theye aye major opportunities for many :
Junion Guard officers to sdvance in rank, resyonsibmw axd pover. -The m@ﬁ@wﬁﬁ :
selected for promotion and the manner of | 1ling this problem is a’kv&m:ly of o
considerable importance to the later attitude end development of the National Guazay
as well as to. the natum of the 1nf1uence iiz will exercise on- Eicamm politics.

m:mm Luis feei.s that General
mwmmeﬁmﬁzﬂm ,
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mmmmm@mm-@etm
Conservative groups get together snd the basis on which the smslpamation might
take place.  The Fubassy offieimls, with the excepticm of ¥he mz,m Attaché,
share this bellef. The Milltary Attaché feels that Gemersl Chamorro has a&m&dy
become merely a gymbol end that the young Comservatives both of the old and the
mew party bave effective comtrol mow and will consult the Gemeral omly as a pro
forma courtesy but will not follow his lesd 4f hiz idens differ from theirs. The
real lesders of the Nicaraguan Party, i.e. of the new group are: Biusxde Conrsdo
VADO, Secr ry=General of the Party and Dr. Hernaldo ZUNIGA Padilla, President
of the Party /for biographic data see Eubassy Despatch 377, Jemuary 22/. - Presi-
dent Luis Somoze considers that Bdmundo AMADOR Pinede, the Presidential candidate
of the Kicmm@semt&w?wty&tmhmﬁmﬁﬂ@ammbem*
effective, loage‘bem leader» -

He also feels that General Chamorrd

: Wnile there is some questim peﬁﬁm tah.e timi elee%m results vhetzher the

. pew Conservative Party recelved a gufficient percentage of the vote to contimue
its status es a legal party, the group will nevertheless have its represemtatives
in Copgress. Ope competent political cobserver considers that if the Nicaragusn
Congervative presidential candidate Amsdor and his group contimue as an effechive
perty, the Chesmorro Conservatives will move in amd take charge of the new group.
The upshot of this may be that sowe person such as José SOLORZANO would be
selected as a Pz’esi&en‘hial candiﬂa:m am; pasei‘ble Pax'ty leader,

The objectives of the Kica.mm @oneemﬁve My sccording to the statements

. e:f its Presidential candidate Amsdor are to start from the present situstionm, to
build up anm effective consolidated Comservative political party to recomcile the
differcoces between the old end new ﬁmeemtive Parties and o emfeavor to acquire
& position where the party can efrectively chsllenge the Liberal Party in the
next elections which are scheduled to oceur in Lebmry 1963 {Pnbdes 386, Jam. 25).
The Nicaraguan Conservative Party proposes supporbing Presifent Luls in Congress
am thr@uah the press on all measures congidersd good for the country. It proposes

ging him and the Natiomal Liberal Party in the same maner when the naw
cmsmﬁvea feel that a proposed action ie wromg. How this policy works out in
practice wil..l, become apparent only after Congress "besins ite sessions.

The mztm Attach? delieves that the Conservatives cannot become 8 real
threst politically to the Natiomal Libersl cemtrol of the country in less than
somathing like 12 years. He believes that even mteh a threat could be developed
only if they find or build up & Presidestial cendidate who iz so pofular that

even the Liberels will vote for him, and thet such s cendidate is not now spparesnt..

Eefeels‘@m%whﬂeacmmg%bemmm&yeemg the curremt pre-
mieyance of the National Liberals iIn the local populace as well as in the

mtim Guard means that & cmmmtive coup: would have little chance of success.

In summation, he feels that the Conservstives are wesk and will continue to be

80 because they have no resl leaﬁ.erg no - mﬁmﬁim and no platform for change

with popular amseul T

Conservative group quietly started a sericus campa
rge the ms,@ @f gapuamze suppm for the mm apd to attraet a large
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mm‘h@z? afpecple whem mthelabo@mgcmss agvmemybemely :besamm,
- 'eff.  Various devices.are being used for this m@@e m the stale @fepemtm
4B not yet lavge enough- o be of- any great significance .

- Comservative Party ere now much younger. than ‘ot any time mmm Bzm&@lyg

- secepbante ofithe Pakty by the Guard. mmcmmﬁmm&ymem

- times. In a lavge ieasure it will depeni-om-development
Speeifically 4% degen&sr uen ‘the -compesiticn . el @ttﬁ.@uﬁe of the Guayd after mm
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As’ reparted kS
Exbassy: Despatelt ‘246, Roveuber 30, 1956, t&e pmzmt omcem ‘of the olf

g’m leeders. of the Nicaraguan Comservative Perty are relativel
sware of the need: of the Pam % é.evelep mﬁi@gmm .t'oﬁ,m;.'.:.
BRES af ‘the peap,l,e, e

"young avd aye -
ms %0 app%lto t%

Party hes some able leadere and Ry hmm attam & eemm amtures ﬁf % m
mceﬁve&mughmstecmbimeas & legal party, &tMMM&Mﬁy henf i ‘
capped if it is. not successful in emlgamabing on some baeis with the old Comser-
vative Party members. We believe tm m me of the objectives. The two Conser-
vat&ve Paxty groups, -if they are amelgsmeted; do have encugh Party leddeis of

iomal stature to lead the emtry ‘but ﬁm they lack and bave lacked -for em
yeaxrs s amy wide popular support..: One officer comments that wide. polﬁ,timl
suppert im Nicaragus is mrather intangible and tmemozzy -Algo; the two Gamem'&ive
groups Mave not had any agreed positive program. - It seems clear mow that the - -
dzaders of both groups reslisze this end axe teking steps calculsted to rectify
this situvation. If they are successful, the cm@mim My maY eperge a8 em
effective political party capadble of sweemﬂﬂ,ly the m@;m Liberal
Paxty ccntrol of t.he QMW@ .

ﬂ@e new | CWMive Pm?@y m little OF ne mfluenee with the -
m&m Gua,m lik)zr:’ecwex':9 ‘the old- Comservative Party hes onmly limfted infiuence
thefe. - Individunl menmbes: 6f both parties do- have certain individusl Gussd offivers
with whom' they can deal or to whom they ean ¢alk. However, there is mo geneial

develop inthe jusrd, the necessary support ov- altervatively a truly objective
end nonspolitieal. attitude on the pazt of m Guard - im not clear gt the present

s during the next year.

lotion of the néw Fighiranking officers schefuled to ‘take place and, secondly,
on the extent to which the Conservetive Parties are succmm m cmtmg .3 m@
mm ef mpm t’m m -GS - @f m n .-e,;»;-e,::m vatema R

Do L ' AL

/ Gne . 6Ci0er feels me me

mem 1t eomes will ‘ibe.-@t the pells in

e

] ‘1953 M by mmeel *%e the veteﬁva Am@the@»feeﬁs tm:b o suzcessful challepge
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